
Pruning 
Prune to shape leggy plants, to contl size 
and to renew vigor of older plants.  Cut back 
to a larger branch or to the main trunk.  
Prune in the spring after blooming ends. 

 
Spraying 

Spraying for 
i n s e c t s 
should be 
done after 
f r e e z i n g 
weather.  A 
mixture of oil 
emulsion and 
Malathion to 
control tea scale, red spider mites and ca-
mellia scale.  Fungus can be controlled with 

Benolate or Cap-
tain.  Check with 
your nursery or 
local camellia 
club members for 
a s s i s t a n c e .  
Spraying in the 
fall should be 
done in Septem-
ber or October 
before the tem-
perature  gets 

below 40 degrees.  Be sure to follow direc-
tions and manufacturer recommendations. 
 
Much of this information comes from the 
American Camellia Society, 100 Massee 
Lane, Fort Valley, Georgia 31030.  
www.americancamellias.org.  This non-
profit, educational and scientific organiza-
tion is devoted to the study and promotion 
of the genus Camellia. 

It is the purpose of the demonstration garden 
to create an environment that informs our 
community and illustrates environmentally 
sound methods of gardening in an atmos-
phere of collaboration and enrichment.  
 
The garden is an ongoing project demonstrat-
ing the performance of a wide variety of 
plants, efficient irrigation and reduced chemi-
cal usage. Plants included are natives, trialed, 
and not commonly grown in this area.  
 
 
 

Please visit the gardens again soon.  
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Watering 
New plants should be watered thoroughly 
once a week during dry spells.  Established 
plants require less watering except in times of 
prolonged droughts.  Sprinkling of the foliage, 
however, on hot summer evenings is benefi-
cial to plants and flower bud development.  
Also, be certain that plants do not dry out dur-
ing cold and dry winter days. 
 

Fertilizing 
There are probably as many different opinions 
about feeding as there are people who grow 
camellias.  One of the most important things 
to remember is ‘too little is better than too 
much’.  Feed in the early spring after blooming 
season and danger of freezing has passed.  
First feeding you should use 12-4-8 slow re-
lease fertilizer which contains trace elements.  
One table-
spoon to 
each foot of 
h e i g h t , 
s p r e a d 
around the 
base of the 
plant half 
way from 
the trunk to 
the drip line 
of the limbs.  
In June or 
about four 
months af-
ter first 
feeding, again apply the same amount of 5-10
-15 with trace elements and again in October 
a small feeding of 0-20-10 to aid in the bloom-
ing season.  The plants should be damp at the 
time of feeding and it is never advisable to 
feed sick or ailing plants. 
 
 

The plants listed are usually available at most 
landscape or nursery outlets.  In addition to 
being excellent landscape plants, all of the 
above have the possibility of producing show 
quality blooms, are very cold hardy, and re-
quire a minimum of care. 
 

Planting 
Careful planting is important in growing camel-
lias.  Plants 2’-4’ in size are perhaps easiest to 
get started.  Choose a location where there is 

morning sun and 
some natural protec-
tion from strong 
winds.  Camellias are 
grown in a wide vari-
ety of soils but are 
not too well adapted 
to heavy types.  In 
any case, a high per-
centage of organic 
matter should be 

used;   coarse peat, pine bark mulch, leaf 
mold, or well decomposed manure. When 
planting, it is important to avoid deep planting.  
The plants should be at or slightly above 
ground level after the plant settles.  Water 
thoroughly.  Late fall or early spring seems to 
be the best time to plant; however, they will  
do well at other times of the year if watered 
properly.  Do not feed immediately after plant-
ing. 
 

Mulching 
Providing a good mulch the year round is very 
important.  It helps the soil retain moisture, 
keeps summer weeds out, and in winter pre-
vents deep freezing of the soil and plant dehy-
dration.  Suitable materials  include pine nee-
dles, ground bark of pin or oak, or partially 
rotted leaves.  Cover to a depth of 2-4 inches. 
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CULTURE FOR BEGINNERS 
Varieties 

The genus Camellia is divided into more than 85 
species.  The most common camellias are Japon-

ica, Reticulate, and  
Sasanqua.  Most 
varieties of Camellia 
Japonica and Ca-
mellia Sasanqua are 
grown outside as far 
north as North  Caro-
lina and Southern 
Virginia.  Severe 
cold weather will 
damage most varie-
ties, however, these 
varieties consistently 
produce blooms of 
good quality even 
after very cold 
weather. 

 
Camellia Japonica 

Highly recommended plants for beginners. 
 
Professor Sargent ····················· red carnation 
Alba Plena and Sports ·························· white 
Mathotiana Rubra ······················· medium red 
Ville De Nantes ······ red variegated and white 
Donckelarii ························ red blotched white 
Magnoliaeflora ····························· pink formal 
Lady Vansittart ··················· white striped pink 
Purple Dawn ·································· red formal 
Emmett Barnes ····································· white 
Debutante ···································· pink peony 
Clark Hubbs ························· red semi double 
Don Mac ······························· red semi double 
Christmas Beauty ····································· red 
Brilliant ································· dark pink formal 
Governor Mouton ···················· pink and white 
 

‘Donckelarii’ 

‘Magnoliaeflora’ 


